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The	Biosphere	Beacon
Spring 2014

Whistling Gardens took 
home our fi rst annual 
Sustainable Tourism 

Ambassador of the Year award 
presented at the Economic 
Development Symposium on 
January 29th in Port Rowan. 

The award honours leaders in 
sustainability whose businesses 
have made signifi cant 
differences in the social, 
economic, natural and cultural 
environments of our community. 
The award is a symbol of 
achievement and celebrates the 
accomplishments of community 
and business leaders who have 
actively engaged the tourism 
community to promote and 
encourage best practices.

“Whistling Gardens actively 
cultivates an appreciation 
for our natural environment, 
through education workshops, 
seminars, and guided tours 
offered at their property,” says Brian Craig, LPWBRF Director.

Members of the LPWBRF Board of Directors reviewed seven 
nominations for four tourism operators located throughout 
Norfolk County. Other nominees included Bonnieheath Estate 
Lavender & Winery, Blueberry Hill Estates and 13 Reasons retail 
boutique. Nominees were evaluated on four areas:

Social and Economic Leadership - How does the nominee’s 
project or business bring direct and tangible economic and social 
benefi ts to local people? (including fair wages, public health, 
education and training opportunities, etc.)

Environmental and/or Cultural Leadership - How does the 
nominee’s project/business support cultural heritage and/or 
environmental best practice?

Community Engagement - How does the nominee engage 

with and educate consumers/
travellers/guests and other 
stakeholders on the goals and 
outcomes of their sustainable 
projects?

Achievements - What specifi c 
policies and activities does 
the nominee have in place and 
how are they implemented and 
monitored?

“We feel very lucky to be 
situated in such a special part 
of Ontario, one that’s unique 
because of its agricultural 
and ecological diversity, and 
we are honoured that our 
commitment to sustainability 
has been recognized,” says 
Wanda Heimbecker.  “We are 
excited to accept this award. 
Our team is truly motivated to 
make this season our best ever 
while working with our amazing 
community partners.”

Mayor Dennis Travale and LPWBRF Director Brian Craig 
presented the Heimbeckers with a soapstone sculpture of a 
heron, a bird readily spotted across Norfolk County. It was 
crafted by local artist and biosphere board member John Worton. 
In addition to the stunning sculpture, Whistling Gardens received 
a free LPWBRF membership and a decorative plaque to display 
at their property.

Whistling Gardens is a 56-acre privately owned farm, with 20 
acres developed into botanical gardens, which also serves 
as a source for producing ornamental grafted, cutting, seed 
and propagated nursery stock. It is home to the largest public 
collection of conifers in the world with over 2,500 species. 
As a new preservation partner with the Alternative Land Use 
Services (ALUS) program, more than 4.7 acres of their property 
are reforested with natural wild grass plantings, native trees and 
birdhouses.

Whistling	Gardens	named	Sustainable
Tourism	Ambassador	of	the	Year

by Andrea Kilian, Sustainable Tourism Project Manager LPWBRF

Continued on page 2

Sustainable Tourism Ambassadors of the Year,
Wanda and Darren Heimbecker of Whistling Gardens in 

Wilsonville, pose with Biosphere Charter plaque and
award sculpted by local artist Jack Worton.
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“We try to source many of our plants and seeds locally,” says 
Darren. “Not only do we prefer to support our local suppliers, 
but local specimens are hardier because they can withstand our 
climate and soils better. They have greater survival rates and 
need less care.”

The garden is also home to one of many area badger dens. 
The Badger Project out of Trent University has partnered with 
Whistling Gardens for the last three years. Their scientific 
monitoring and collection of DNA helps to protect the 
approximate 200 Badgers that exist in Ontario. The gardens 
also have a new bird aviary that now boasts 15 species and 38 
exotic birds with breeding plans in the works for the rare and 
endangered.

Whistling Gardens supports our local economy by hiring local 
suppliers and purchasing local goods. They have partnered with 
over 50 destination partners such as local cultural and heritage 
attractions, hotels and restaurants and actively encourage guests 
to participate in other local experiences.

This May, Whistling Gardens will reveal two peony donations. 
These two collections will represent over 700 varieties of peonies, 
a ‘Premiere Canadian Collection’, while showcasing an annual 
floral show of over 900 plants by the end of 2014.

For more information about Whistling Gardens and the programs 
offered at their location, visit www.whistlinggardens.ca 

Norfolk County has completed the Environmental Assessment (EA) report and 
related studies that are required to move forward with the installation of up to 
nine more wildlife culverts under the Causeway.  The report and supporting 

appendices, totaling 370 pages, was released for the mandatory 30-day public 
comment period on April 15. If no comments are received by May 16 the project will 
move forward to final design, permitting and tendering.  Construction of up to six of the 
nine proposed culverts is planned for October or November this year.

The report was prepared by Stephen Burnett and Associates (SBA), the consulting 
engineers for the first three culverts installed in 2012.  The entire cost of the EA report 
and studies have been paid for by the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation 
with funding received from Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program (HSP) 
and Ontario’s Species at Risk Stewardship Fund (SARSF). 

As part of the EA process, the County and SBA hosted a technical briefing for all of the 
relevant approval agencies at the beginning of December. The County also hosted a 
public information session at the Port Rowan Community Centre on Dec. 17.  Copies of 
the EA report are available for viewing at the County’s offices in Simcoe and Delhi and 
from SBA. For more information, please visit: www.norfolkcounty.ca/public-notices/
wildlife-culvert-phase-11-project/

As well, the annual monitoring of reptile and amphibian road mortality on the Causeway 
began at the beginning of May.  For the past three years, Long Point Waterfowl has 
hired a student to carry out the monitoring program on behalf of the Long Point 
Causeway Improvement Project.  Last year’s monitoring results found the second 
lowest amount of reptile road kill recorded since monitoring began in 2008.  This 
represented a reduction of more than 50 per cent.  The 2013 monitoring program also 
found that many species of animals,including turtles, snake and frogs, were using the 
wildlife culverts.

Causeway	Project	Update
by Rick Levick, Project Coordinator, Long Point Causeway Improvement Project

A snapping turtle heading towards a culvert

A snapping turtle heading towards a culvert

Continued from page 1

The Long Point Waterfowlers’ Association (LPWA) and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) continue their focus on 
restoration of the Crown Marsh.

In the long term, their aim is to have 50% open water and 50% 
vegetation.

Before 2010, many smaller ponds (2-3 acres) were dug and some 
larger ones (10-15 acres) have been formed since then.

LPWA also conducted maintenance work in many of the existing 

ponds and channels in 2013.

Silt and vegetation were removed as they had choked out many 
of these features.

As a result of the work of LPWA and MNR, hunters, fishers, 
naturalists, and canoe/kayak enthusiasts will enjoy safer and 
broader access to much of the Crown Marsh.

The plan for 2014-15 involves the extension of an existing pond 
and the creation of a new pond in the east end of the marsh.

Crown	Marsh	Restoration	Review
by Jim Malcolm (February - Port Rowan Good News) Condensed by M. Wilson
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During my time as a member of the 
Long Point Biosphere Reserve 
Board of Directors, I have held 

many different positions, but 2014 will be 
my first term in the President’s role. I have 
taken over for Brian Craig who has held the 
position for the past number of years. Brian 
has done an amazing job as President 
at moving the Board and all its projects 
forward. Brian remains a central figure for 
our Board of Directors but I hope he is 
starting to enjoy some much deserved free 
time. On behalf of the Board of Directors 
I would like to thank Brian for all his hard 
work and countless hours he has spent 
as President and Board member over the 
years.

As we move into 2014, our long term 
projects are continuing to meet their goals 
and bring positive attention to the Long 
Point Biosphere Reserve. Rick Levick and 
the Causeway Improvement Committee, 
and all their partners are working to have 
another set of Ecopassages installed 
this fall. The new passages will help to 
improve water flow between the Marsh and 
Inner Bay and will increase the number of 
passageways for reptiles, amphibians and 
small mammals to pass safely under the 
causeway.  I know Rick and his team have 
spent many long hours working to secure 

funding and approvals for this project. On 
behalf of the Board or Directors, a big thank 
you to Rick and all the volunteers who have 
worked to move this project along.

Andrea Kilian continues to work on 
sustainable tourism initiatives in Norfolk 
County. Thanks to funding from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation and a partnership with 
Norfolk County, Andrea has been working 
to promote sustainable tourism practices 
in the Long Point Region. Andrea has 
also been working with other Biosphere 
Reserves in Ontario to promote sustainable 
tourism to all the Reserves. Andrea’s 
enthusiasm for this project is inspiring and 
the Board of Directors thanks her for all her 
hard work.

Starting in April, our long term salamander 
monitoring project will start its 16th 
season. Since 1998, Jim Wilson and 
other volunteers have been monitoring 
salamander populations in Backus Woods 
and Wilson Tracks. Species, location, 
and size have been recorded for each 
salamander that is found. In 2003, a 
Masters Student analyzed our data for us 
and we are hoping to have another analysis 
done this year for a comparison. Jim 
Wilson has volunteered countless hours 
over the years on this project and he will be 

leading it once again this year. Thanks for 
all the hours Jim, we could break the 
10,000 salamander mark this year!

One of my goals for 2014 is to start looking 
at possible future projects and initiatives 
that would suit the Long Point Biosphere 
Reserve Foundation. In the coming months 
the Board of Directors will be having a 
strategic planning meeting where I hope we 
can start to answer some questions about 
what are we doing right. What can we 
improve on? What are some of the future 
needs in the Long Point Region? How do 
we continue to inform visitors and residents 
of our unique surroundings? Also, who 
are some of our possible future partners? 
These are not easy questions to answer, 
but I am hoping as a board we can set 
some goals that will continue to conserve 
our unique ecosystem, while promoting 
development that is socio-culturally and 
ecologically sustainable and that will 
continue to build partnerships locally, 
nationally and perhaps internationally. 

Thank you to all our members for their 
continued support over the years. We are 
looking forward to a productive 2014!

President’s	Report:	
2014	and	Beyond

by Nick Wilson, LPWBR President

Studying	Salamanders
Despite the cool spring, our salamander study has been ongoing for 

the past few weeks. This spring marks the 16th season that Jim 
Wilson has been leading the population study in Backus Woods and 

Wilson Track.

This Yellow Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma maculatum) was found in 
Backus Woods April 13th.  Spotted Salamanders are fairly common in the 
Long Point Region, but because they spend most of their lives underground 
they are rarely found, especially this size. This one measured nearly 14 cm in 
length.  (Photo taken by Nicholas Wilson)
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Local	Food	Plus	
Program	Benefits	
Farmers	&	
Community
by Andrea Kilian, Sustainable Tourism 
Project Manager LPWBRF

When it comes to food, there is 
a lot to consider. Most people 
agree that local food is fresher 

and tastes better than food that has been 
trucked or flown in from thousands of 
miles away, but is it enough for food to be 
“local”?

Some Norfolk farmers are following a 
more comprehensive approach that 
also addresses production standards, 
labour standards, native wildlife habitat 
preservation, animal welfare, and on-farm 
energy use - and they are seeing positive 
impacts on their farm’s production as well 
as their pocketbook. 

The Local Food Plus (LFP) program 
certifies farms and processors for 
environmentally and socially sustainable 
practices. They make connections 
throughout the supply chain, help buyers 
of all different sizes find certified local 
sustainable food, and educate and 
engage our community to help consumers 
understand the many pluses of local 
sustainable food systems.

How different is it from traditional farming? 

One of the key components of the 
program is establishing an integrated pest 
management system that solves pest 
problems while minimizing risks to people 
and the environment. Sovereign Farms, 
a family-owned greenhouse operation 
in Waterford, ON who specializes in 
grape tomatoes, uses Encarsia Formosa 
- a species of wasp – to combat the 
greenhouse whitefly. Female wasps deposit 
eggs inside the whitefly larva. The wasps 
act as a parasite and grow and develop in 
place of the whiteflies. 

 According to the Annual Review of 
Entomology, Encarsia was used as a 

natural pesticide to control whitefly 
populations in greenhouses since the 
1920s. Use of the insect fell out of fashion 
due to the increased prevalence of 
chemical pesticides and was essentially 
non-existent by the 1940s. Since the 1970s 
Encarsia has seen something of a revival, 
with renewed usage in greenhouses around 
the world.

“Chemical sprays are not banned under 
the LFP program. Depending on the 
timing and severity of the problem, some 
sprays are permitted; however, when used 
consistently, it is more cost effective to use 
biologicals like Encarsia,” says Sovereign. 

Another goal of the LFP program is to 
protect and enhance wildlife habitat and 
biodiversity on working farm landscapes. 
Last year, the Vranckx family from 
Blueberry Hill Estates in St. Williams, 
ON, built a hibernaculum for Eastern Fox 
snakes - an endangered species in the 
area. In addition to sites for hibernation 
and nesting, Eastern Fox snakes require 
habitat areas for foraging, mating, 
thermoregulation, shedding and movement 
corridors. 

“We broke down old tobacco kilns to 
construct the hibernaculum and used old 
blueberry clippings for the cover,” explains 
Dale Vranckx. Next year they’re looking at 
reducing invasive weeds like phragmites 
and garlic mustard by using controlled 
cattle grazing. “Strands of invasive 
phragmites decrease biodiversity and 
destroys habitat for other species, including 
species at risk,” explains Vranckx.

For the Vranckxs and Sovereigns, 
becoming LFP certified was not 
difficult. “I think many people are afraid 
of the paperwork that comes with an 
accreditation program, but you’ll find that 
you have to jump through more hoops for 
food safety programs. It’s really not that 
difficult especially considering the benefits 
you receive,” admits Sovereign.

Bryan Gilvesy, owner of the Y U Ranch in 
Tillsonburg and ALUS Lead says, “If you’re 
an ALUS demonstration site, you’ll almost 
certainly qualify for LFP certification.” The 
Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) 
program - a program that pays farmers to 
return marginal, environmentally sensitive, 

or inefficient farmland into native vegetative 
cover and wetlands - and the LFP program 
share many common goals. 

The Y U Ranch raises Texas longhorn 
cows, North America’s only “native” breed. 
The cattle on Y U Ranch live exclusively 
outside and roam freely under natural 
range conditions, foraging for grasses that 
include a restored native tall grass prairie.

When asked about the benefits of the LFP 
program, Gilvesy acknowledges that the 
program equips farmers with the language 
needed to communicate the sustainable 
initiatives they’re implementing on their 
farm. “In today’s market, customers want 
full knowledge about where their food 
comes from and being as transparent 
as possible is what will win you market 
space,” says Gilvesy. “If you’re trying to 
establish a brand for your business, LFP 
is a very useful tool.” The LFP program 
helps you communicate your sustainable 
practices through their five principles:

• Employ sustainable production 
systems that reduce or eliminate 
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers and 
conserve soil and water

• Provide healthy and humane care for 
livestock

• Provide safe and fair working 
conditions for on-farm labour

• Protect and enhance wildlife habitat 
and biodiversity

• Reduce on-farm energy consumption

The program uses a self-assessed point 
system. In total, an LFP standard typically 
contains up to 1200 points. Farmers must 
accumulate 75% (or 900/1200) of the 
available base points from their practices 
for their operation to be LFP approved. 

“There may be some changes that you’ll 
have to make, but most people will find 
that they are already doing many of the 
things that are required in order to become 
certified,” advises Gilvesy.

Since getting involved with the Local Food 
Plus and ALUS programs, the Gilvesys 
have noticed that the overall health of their 
farm has improved. “We’re building our 
soil, not degrading it. We’re much more 
drought-tolerant than we used to be with 

Sovereign Farms Blueberry Hill Estates Ontario Popping Corn
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Farmers, food producers 
and restaurant owners 
learned about the 

demand for certified local 
sustainable food at a Local 
Food Plus forum which was 
held in Courtland this past 
November.

The forum looked at farming 
and processing techniques 
that address production 
standards, labour standards, 
native wildlife habitat 
preservation, animal welfare 
and on-farm energy use 
under the Local Food Plus 
(LFP) program – a Canadian 
program that certifies farms 
and processors for environmentally and 
socially sustainable practices. 

Over 50 people from throughout Norfolk 
County and even other Ontario biosphere 
reserves registered for the forum to learn 
more about the program, its marketing 
benefits and local success stories. 

Don Mills, President of Local Food Plus, 
outlined the LFP program requirements 
and talked about the important role 
local sustainable food systems have on 
ecology and the economy. In addition, 
Paul Sawtell, a distributor of local food 
through his company 100 KM Foods, 
talked about the consumer demand for 
local sustainable food. “More and more 
institutions and restaurants are signing 
pledges to use local sustainable food and 
chefs and retailers are trying to respond to 

the demand,” says Sawtell. “The supply of 
local sustainable food needs to increase to 
satisfy this growing demand.”

Local farmers Bryan Gilvesy from the Y U 
Ranch in Tillsonburg and Blair and Livia 
Townsend from Ontario Popping corn Co. 
in Walsingham each talked about their 
experience with the LFP program and 
some of the benefits that their businesses 
have received as a result of being certified. 
“We’ve really noticed a difference in our 
soil,” explained Gilvesy. “We are more 
drought-tolerant than we used to be and 
we’ve noticed more bees and pollinators 
on our farm.”

Art Lawson from South Central Ontario 
Region Economic Development 
Corporation (SCOR) announced details 
about a Local Food Hub project. SCOR is 

made up of representatives 
from the County of Brant, 
Elgin County, Middlesex 
County, Norfolk County and 
Oxford County. The new 
Food Hub project is aimed at 
creating and expanding the 
availability of locally grown 
food in broader public sector 
facilities as well as creating 
new relationships between 
growers, distributors and 
purchasers.

Other highlights of the day 
included lunch prepared by 
The Belworth House and 
a cooking demonstration 
conducted by local 

celebrities: the Fairly Fat Guys. Both the 
lunch and the cooking demonstration 
featured food from local producers. 
Norfolk County also provided an update 
on their local food and agriculture 
marketing program.

Last year the Long Point Biosphere, 
together with Ontario’s three other 
biosphere reserves (Georgian Bay, Niagara 
Escarpment and Frontenac Arch), received 
an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant to 
help advance sustainable tourism in each 
biosphere community. The LFP forum is 
just one of the training workshops that 
the Long Point Biosphere hosted as part 
of this initiative. This coming year we will 
host a workshop on sustainable tourism.

Local	Food	Plus	Forum	Leaves	Participants	Hungry	For	More!

Norfolk County’s official food ambassadors - the Fairly Fat Guys - 
Dan Barker (left) and Brian Reichheld (far right), performed a lively 
cooking demonstration using local ingredients. They received help 

from audience volunteers: (centre from left to right) Sarah Matheson 
from the Frontenac Arch Biosphere, Summer Adams from David’s 

Restaurant and John Gorzo from Sprouts for Life.

the native grasses and we’re seeing more 
bees.” 
As for other benefits, some farmers are 
able to command higher dollars for their 
products because they are Local Food Plus 
certified. There is a market that specifically 
seeks out local sustainable food sources 
and they are willing to pay a premium for 
them. 

For others, obtaining LFP certification 
opened doors to new business 
relationships, which was the case for 
Blair and Livia Townsend from the Ontario 
Popping Corn Co. The Townsends work 
with a Cambridge based company that 
manufactures snacks for Ontario schools. 
The company is called From Farm to Table 
Canada and they use the popcorn grown 
on the Townsends’ farm to make snacks 

that meet the nutrition guidelines issued for 
Ontario schools. Even though the company 
itself is not LFP certified (only because 
some ingredients, such as salt, cannot 
be harvested locally) they specifically 
seek out certified local sustainable corn 
because they like the principles of the LFP 
program. “They like the fact that because 
they work closely with the corn growers, 
they know exactly what is being put into 
their products,” says Townsend. “There is 
definitely a push for eating local food, we’re 
seeing it more so from people who live in 
the city.  They want to know where their 
food comes from and how it’s grown.” 

Recently, more than 350 professional chefs 
identified food trends in the Canadian 
Restaurant and Foodservices Association’s 
fourth annual Canadian Chef Survey. The 

survey was conducted by independent 
market research firm BrandSpark 
International. Chefs were asked to rate the 
popularity of a variety of menu items and 
cooking methods and identify hot trends. 
Locally produced food was the top item 
for the fourth year in a row. Sustainably 
sourced food was listed as the third top 
trend in Canadian restaurants. 

A farm’s final product at market is 
far from the only thing it offers to our 
community. Sustainable farming methods 
provide healthy soils, wildlife diversity, 
wetland protection, and carbon dioxide 
mitigation that can benefit the entire 
community. Local, sustainable farms can 
also contribute to better public health by 
providing fresh, nutrient-rich foods.

by Andrea Kilian, Sustainable Tourism Project Manager LPWBRF
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In October, a Long Point Biosphere delegate attended the 
2013 EuroMAB conference. EuroMAB is the oldest and largest 
regional network of Biosphere Reserves, consisting of over 

284 sites in 52 countries. The EuroMAB network aims to meet 
face to face periodically to share knowledge and learn from 
one another. The Frontenac Arch Biosphere hosted the event in 
Brockville, ON. It was the fi rst time the conference was held in 
North America. Twenty seven countries were represented and 
a record number of over 200 people participated in the event. It 
was the most attended conference to date. EuroMAB conference 
has taken place almost every 2 years since 1986. 

The theme of this year’s fi ve-day conference was “Engaging our 
Communities.” Attendees looked at the essential contributions 
of a variety of groups in implementing Man and Biosphere 
(MAB) objectives, including local populations and organizations, 
academia, different levels of governments and the private 
sector. Among the topics discussed were: ecosystem services, 
biosphere education programs and sustainable tourism initiatives. 

Preceding the EuroMAB conference, the 16 Canadian Biosphere 
Reserves worked together in order to develop a network for 
social learning strategies among Canadian Biosphere Reserves. 
Biosphere reserves within this partnership were separated into 
various thematic clusters according to where each biosphere 
reserve had experience. The sustainable tourism cluster group is 
made up of representatives from Long Point, Georgian Bay, Lac 
Saint-Pierre, Fundy and Frontenac Arch biospheres. The group 
was formed in 2011 to identify best practices and resources 
for biosphere reserves in hopes of creating model sustainable 
communities. The last day of the conference was dedicated to 
Sustainable Tourism.  Andrea Kilian, the Long Point Biosphere’s 
Sustainable Tourism Project Manager, had an opportunity to 
present an update on some of the sustainable tourism initiatives 
that we’re working on here in Long Point.

Many biosphere reserves reported on the importance of 
developing a Charter program that provides visibility for the 
tourism industry and showcases its commitment to sustainability. 
Interestingly charter models varied immensely across the group: 
German biosphere reserves used an audited system with a strict 
onsite review every two years, while North American biosphere 
reserves used self-evaluation methods for Charter partners.

The last EuroMAB conference was in 2011. It was hosted by 
the Lake Vänern Biosphere Reserve in Sweden. The Long Point 
Biosphere was unable to attend that conference, but Brian Craig, 
Past President of the Long Point Biosphere Reserve attended 
a biosphere world Conference in Spain in 1995 and a EuoMAB 
conference in Finland in 2003.The next EuroMAB conference 
is set to take place in Estonia hosted by the West Estonian 
Archipelago Biosphere Reserve in 2015.

Sustainable	Tourism	Among	Topics	Covered	at	International	Biosphere	Conference

by Andrea Kilian, Sustainable Tourism Project Manager LPWBRF

Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Sustainable Tourism 
Cluster group representatives from left to right: Andrea Kilian (Long 

Point), Brittany Mahnke and Dr. Rebecca Pollock (Georgian Bay) 
Christian Hart (Lac Saint-Pierre), Megan de Graaf (Fundy) and

Sarah Matheson (Frontenac Arch)

Andrea Kilian, congratulates Gary Clarke, EuroMAB conference 
chair, on a successful event in Brockville, ON

Algonquin women’s drum group sang and played their hand-made 
instruments for conference attendees.



Tina Binder
Tina was born, raised and lives in Norfolk. 
Along with ‘Pork’ and ‘Bean’, their labs, 
she and husband, Mike live on a small 
hobby farm that borders Big Creek.

Tina is a member/volunteer for Lab 
Rescue, Norfolk Woodlot Owners Assoc., 
Teeterville Legion and La Salette Historic 

Church and Community Hall.

She is the spokesperson for RAGE (Residents Against Green 
Energy) which was instrumental in stopping the proposed biogas 
plant at the former Bick’s property north of Delhi.

Tina loves to travel, garden, read and be out doors with her labs. 
We welcome her to the board.

by Shirley Rothery, Chairby Shirley Rothery, Chair

Port	Rowan	Sewage	Lagoon	Transformation
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When Port Rowan’s brand new state of the art sewage 
treatment facility was completed in 2013 it left the 
question of what to do with the old sewage lagoons 

that had been serving that function since 1971. Norfolk Council 
decided that, rather than returning the the 73 acre site to farm 
land, transformation to a wetland would better serve the area. 
Interested groups, including LPWBRF, The Long Point Region 
Conservation Authority and Bird Studies Canada among others, 
were asked to sit on a steering committee. It is hoped that the 
Committee’s work will be completed by this June and that a 
grand opening ceremony will take place in mid September 2014.

Some of the site has been contoured to create a new wetland 
and 11 vernal pools. After contouring, the area was planted 
with a combination of native trees, grasses and fl owers. The 
most expensive part of the transformation, the removal of 
tonnes of sewage sludge contaminated with heavy metals, was 
interrupted by the onset of winter but that work will continue 
this spring. The old sewage ponds will also be reconfi gured. 
The berm that separates the two ponds will be opened at either 

end creating one pond 
with a centre island. The 
depth of the resultant pond 
will be graded to different 
depths in order to appeal to 
different types of birds and 
waterfowl. The grading will 
also be done in such a way 
as to encourage water fl ow 
in at the north east side, 
around the island, and out at 
the south east side. A gravel 
walking trail now surrounds 
most of the main pond and a large viewing platform will be added 
to the south west corner this spring along with a new parking lot. 
The path, the viewing platform and the access from the parking 
lot will all be wheelchair accessible. 

Feel free to come now to watch spring unfold as the remainder of 
the Port Rowan Wetland is completed.

Long	Point	World	Biosphere	New	Director	&	New	Sponsor

New Sponsors Tri-County Insurance Brokers Ltd.: Shoni Duesling, 
LPWBRF Charter Sponsor Coordinator and Brad Smith, President 

at Tri-County Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Wanted:	Amazing	Places
Do you know an Amazing Place in Norfolk County? Thanks to 
funding from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, the 
Long Point World Biosphere is launching an Amazing Places 
project: a mapping project that highlights locations of natural or 
cultural signifi cance. The project is based on a successful model 
launched by the Fundy Biosphere Reserve in New Brunswick. 
50 Amazing Places were selected and each equipped with a 
sign containing a QR code that links to one page of interpretive 
information on their website. Several of the Amazing Places now 
have “Planet Earth” style videos that are used by visitor centres, 
travel researchers, classrooms, and the public.

Megan de Graaf, Executive Director of the Fundy Biosphere 
Reserve, will be in Norfolk County on May 12 to give a 
presentation about how they successfully lured visitors to their 
community through their Amazing Places concept and why local 
operators now work together to maintain and enhance these 
Amazing Places and the surrounding area.  

The Long Point Biosphere, in partnership with Norfolk County, 
will replicate the Amazing Places project by piloting 10 Amazing 
Places in our community.

To learn more about the project or to nominate an Amazing Place, 
visit www.longpointbiosphere.com
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Thank	You	Sponsors!
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The Biosphere Board of Directors would like to thank the following businesses and individuals 
for their fi nancial support of our Charter Sponsorship Program. Profi les of participating 
businesses will be featured in future newsletters. For more information on our Charter 

Sponsorship Program please visit www.longpointbiosphere.ca

For more information email:
info@discoverlongpoint.ca

Visit our website:

www.longpointbiosphere.com


